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Plan to 
reopen 
has wide 


gaps 
White House 


is warned that 
May goal is risky 


Letitia Stein and Brett Murphy 
USA TODAY 


Federal health officials warned lead- 
ers on the White House’s coronavirus 
task force this week that reopening the 
nation will require a massive capacity 
to test, track and treat people for the 
ongoing threat of the new coronavirus. 

Their guidance contradicts Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s stance that the 
country could widely return to normal 
in a matter of weeks, at least in some 
states. 

“It’s going to be very, very soon,” 
President Trump said at a news con- 
ference Tuesday, “sooner than the end 
of the month.” 


“We can’t move into the next phase 
of response before we are able to 
understand where this virus is.” 


Crystal Watson 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security 


Recommendations under develop- 
ment by the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, copies of 
which were obtained by USA TODAY 
along with other internal documents, 
largely follow a playbook that public 
health experts have been advocating 
for weeks. 

The recommendations, which are 
separate from draft guidelines report- 
ed by The Washington Post on Tues- 
day, were presented in a slide show to 
task force leaders on Monday. The 
slides highlight specific benchmarks 
local communities need to meet before 
lifting their restrictions. 

The message delivered behind 
closed doors deepens the wedge be- 
tween the administration’s public 


See REOPEN, Page 6A 
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Most think Trump 
waited too long 


A majority of Americans say President 
Donald Trump didn’t take action on 
COVID-19 quickly enough, though 
Republicans buck that trend. 
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SOURCE Economist/YouGov survey, April 5-7 
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Rush for 
O antibody 

tests raises 

red flags 


Companies are lining up 
to fill the need, but lab 
experts warn unreliable 
results could do nation 
more harm than good. 
Nation’s Health 
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Deadliest 
week: 
‘They all 
have 
names’ 


Virus fatalities over 7-day stretch 
top Pearl Harbor, 9/1 combined 


Rick Jervis, Alan Gomez and Deborah Barfield Berry 
USA TODAY 


A Catholic priest in New Orleans slipped on a surgi- 
cal gown and face mask and performed last rites on a 
woman dying in a hospital alone. 

A New York City doctor delivered messages from 
family members to patients taking their final breaths 
on ventilators. 

An intensive care nurse in Chicago scribbled the 
name of a coronavirus survivor on a Post-it Note and 
stuck it on a dry erase board in the unit — a small me- 
morial to a rare victory in an otherwise grim week. 

The second week of April marked the deadliest 
week since the coronavirus pandemic arrived in the 
United States three months ago. According to numbers 
tracked by USA TODAY, 12,056 Americans succumbed 
to COVID-19 in that seven-day span. 


See WEEK, Page 4A 


Bodies that have been unclaimed by families or loved 
ones are buried in a trench April 9 on Hart Island in 
the Bronx, New York. JOHN MINCHILLO/AP 
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Trump’s WHO cutoff 
comes at wrong time, 
health experts warn 


Kim Hjelmgaard 
USA TODAY 


In the middle of the worst pandemic in decades, 
President Donald Trump halted funding to the World 
Health Organization Tuesday while his administra- 
tion investigates what he called the health body’s “se- 
vere” mismanagement of its coronavirus response. 

Trump accused the United Nations agency of 
“failing in its basic duty” by covering up the spread of 
the virus after it emerged in China and acting too 
slowly and in Beijing’s favor. “We have deep concerns 
about whether America’s generosity has been put to 
the best use possible,” Trump said in a Rose Garden 
news conference. 

Public health experts said that although WHO is far 
from perfect and that some of the president’s claims 
may merit investigation, support for the alliance is 
needed more than ever. The action comes as Trump 
has tried in daily news conferences to deflect criticism 
of his response to the outbreak that has killed more 
than 26,000 Americans. 


See WHO, Page 2A 


